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they go through divers operations again, and are
finished for the market; nor indeed are they fit to
be showed till they are so: the stuffs are in the
grease; the cloth is in the oil; they are rough and
foul; and, as our buyers do not understand them
till they are so dressed, it is no proper finishing of
the goods to bring them to market before that part
is performed.

These necessary things therefore are not to be
deemed knavish; for packers and hotpressers,
tuckers and cloth-workers, are very necessary peo-
ple in their trades, and are to be valued when they
use their art to make their goods appear what they
really are; and in this case they may be properly
called finishers of the manufacture, which is not to
be supposed perfect, as we said, till they have given
the last hand to it.

But if, by the exuberance of their art, they set
the goods in a false light, give them a false gloss,
a finer and smoother surface than they really have,
in order to deceive the buyer, so far is it a trading
fraud, which is an unjustifiable practice in business,
and which, like coining of counterfeit money, is
making goods to pass for what they really are not.

I come next to the setting out their goods to the
buyer, by the help of the tongue. And here I
must confess our shop rhetoric is a strange kind of
speech; it is to be understood, in a manner, by
itself: it is to be taken in such a latitude as re-
quires as many flourishes to excuse it, as it contains
in itself.

The end of it, in short, is corrupt, and it is made
up of a mass of impertinent flattery to the buyer,
filled with hypocrisy, compliment, self-praises, false-
hood, and, in short, a complication of wickedness:
it is a corrupt means to a vicious end; and I can-
not see anything in it but what a wise man laughs